THE IRISH STAGE.
ill
practical ways, carrying out the plans of Barry and Woodward, who were now in England; Barry having left Ireland in September, 1757, and not returning until the close of the summer of next year, when the theatre was ready to open.
John O'KeefFe remembered the opening of the new-theatre, and probably could have told us, if he would, of Macklin roaming about among the foundations, and lecturing the bricklayers and hodmen. " On the site where Crow Street Theatre was built," he writes, " once stood a fabric called the Music-Hall. I recollect seeing this building; the front, with great gates, faced the end of Crow Street, and here Handel had his sublime oratorio performed, he in person presiding. I well remember seeing the bill of Handel's concert on the gate of this hall in 1758." I cannot but think his chronology here is a little doubtful. u Whilst the foundations of Crow Street Theatre were preparing on this spot, I, amongst other boys, Romulus-like, got jumping over them, little thinking that, on the very stage then erecting, would in process of time rise my own fabric of the Castle of Andalusia. Crow Street opened with Cibber's comedy of She Would and She Would Not A man was pressed to death the first night going up the gallery stairs. Woodward was the TrappantL" This is O'Keeffe's account of the new theatre.
The other side were by no means ill prepared. They set their hopes on Digges, Mrs. Ward, a new pantomime, which was coming out from England, and, if possible, they intended to engage Mrs. Fitzhenry as leading lady. Victor arrived in Dublin on October 14, and was obliged to open in honour of the anniversary of his Majesty's coronation on the 22nd. The new theatre, which was to have been completed in the summer, had still several